
1 

Scientific Disapora Networks -  

Bridging the Gaps 

 

 
Vladimir Strezov  

Department of Environment and Geography 

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia 

Scientific Diasporas, knowledge circulation and sustainable development  



2 

Economic Circulation Diaspora Model 

Home 

Country 

Host 

Country 

QoLp 

QoLhmc 

QoLhstc 

QoLp 
$ 

$ 



3 

Economic Drain Diaspora Model 

Home 

Country 

Host 

Country 

QoLp 

QoLhmc 

QoLhstc QoLp 

people 

$ 



4 

Brain Drain Diaspora Model 
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Indian Scientific Diaspora 

 In US 1.7M Indians 

 Large contribution to Silicon Valley IT industry 

 Indian scientific community in US developed 

Indian IT sector worth US$9 billion 

 Indian-American community plays a role in 

the improvement of Indian hospitals through 

sabbatical residencies 

Sources: Seguin et al., Int J Biotech, 2006 

Siar, Philippine Inst for Dev Studies, 2013 
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Chinese Repatriation Weiguo 

Fuwu (serve motherland) Model 
 utilizing the advantage of their professional bodies;  

 holding concurrent positions in China and overseas;  

 engaging in cooperative research in China and abroad;  

 returning to China to teach and conduct academic and 

technical exchanges;  

 setting up enterprise in China;  

 conducting inspections and consultation; and  

 engaging in intermediary services, such as running 

conference, importing technology or foreign funds, or 

helping Chinese firms find export markets. 

Sources: Siar, Philippine Inst for Dev Studies, 2013 
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Skoltech Project 

 Skolkovo Institute of Science and Technology 

 MIT Skoltech Initiative 

 direct recruitment of Russian scientific 

diaspora 

 engage experts as consultants from the 

Russian diaspora 

 organise workshops and meetings in 

internationally leading universities to target 

the Russian scientists 
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Expatriates from Australia 

 Monash University Sunway campus in 

Malaysia 

 Monash University South Africa campus 

 IITB-Monash Research Academy, India 

 Southeast University - Monash University 

Joint Graduate School, China 

 RMIT University Vietnam 

 Curtin University of Technology Malaysia 

 Curtin University of Technology Singapore 

 


